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WHY DOES THIS MATTER?

• Faculty are not likely to design or update learning 
environments, on the basis of scientific understanding 
of How People Learn, if they are not aware of, dismiss, 
or cannot apply, the learning, teaching, and 
assessment practices arising from learning science.

• Students not participating in such learning 
environments are at competitive risk for failing to 
maximize learning and performance levels.

• Institutions that understand and address the gap 
will increase value-return in the eyes of parents and 
students in an increasingly competitive higher-
education market among top-tiered schools.



RESPONSES TO THE GAP?

• Faculty: Faculty helping one another to understand 
and apply; assess efforts and identify best practices; 
prepare future faculty.

• Students: Engage students in How People Learn 
designed environments; collect learning and 
performance evidence, assess and improve on basis of 
evidence.

• Institutions: Provide opportunities to engage in 
communities of practice to assess and learn from 
efforts within and across domains, institutions; form 
strategic alliances with other institutions that 
understand the gap; remove system-level barriers, 
align institutional resources and policies; seed 
initiatives (e.g. FIPP) to help address the gap.



FIPP INITIATIVE
• Faculty: Faculty research teams addressing issues 

surrounding the gap, responses, and results; faculty 
fellows; course development.

• Students: Student fellows;  engagement of student 
campus leaders; course opportunities.

• Institutions: Website to promote communities of 
practice to assess and learn from efforts within and 
across domains, institutions;  design studio events to 
bring faculty, learning and assessment scientists, 
technology specialists together to package exemplars 
for trans-institutional use and assessment; design and 
deployment of tools for collaborative data handling, 
research, and assessment.
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Three data sets
• About the Member

– C.V., Personal Interests, News Articles 

• From the member
– White papers, syllabi, proposals, and shared documents

• Communications
– Which objects are referenced by who, and in what sequence



Affinity
• Each object is ranked in relevance to the others

– Amazon like recommendations

•Entire application can be re-skinned
–Develop into a customized application for a community



Workbench for International 
Apps

• Explore fosters very distributed collaborations

•Explore multi-lingual versions & needs



How do I participate
• Email me chip.cox@vanderbilt.edu


